The Cambridge Companion to Literature and the Environment is an authoritative guide to the exciting new interdisciplinary fi eld of environmental literary criticism. The collection traces the development of ecocriticism from its origins in European pastoral literature and offers fi fteen rigorous but accessible essays on the present state of environmental literary scholarship. Contributions from leading experts in the fi eld probe a range of issues, including the place of the human within nature, ecofeminism and gender, engagements with European philosophy and the biological sciences, critical animal studies, postcolonialism, posthumanism, and climate change. A chronology of key publications and bibliography provide ample resources for further reading, making The Cambridge Companion to Literature and the Environment an essential guide for students, teachers, and scholars working in this rapidly developing area of study.
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Printed in the United States of America A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. I would like to thank Ray Ryan, Senior Editor for English and American Literature at Cambridge University Press, for his encouragement and support throughout the various stages and vicissitudes of this Companion proj ect. Louis Gulino, Editorial Assistant, was courteous and effi cient in his guidance through many practical details of manuscript preparation, and Production Manager Marielle Poss found an excellent production team at Newgen Knowledge Works, headed by Bhavani who was extremely helpful in answering my queries and adapting to some last-minute changes. I'm very grateful to Robert Swanson for the indexing of the book, a task that would have driven me around the bend. The contributors to the volume deserve my deep gratitude for agreeing to write chapters whose subjects were somewhat arbitrarily offered to them. All of these authors were invited to participate because of the quality of their work in environmental literary criticism, but I could not have anticipated the exciting ways they surpassed my expectations. I want to thank them all for their professionalism and willingness to accept editorial requests. Karen Ford, Head of the Department of English at the University of Oregon, was a generous supporter of this project, and I also want to thank Ryleigh Nucelli for her work in proofreading the fi nal drafts of chapters and helping to make formatting consistent among them.
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